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Important MLA Advantage Card Update

As you may be aware, we recently 
conducted a member survey which 
yielded some interesting findings. 

The MLA Advantage Card, in particular, was 
one area of focus and learning. The card was 
originally launched in 2012 to encourage 
members to shop locally. Unfortunately, after 
6 years of market presence the card scored 
poorly with members on awareness, usage and 
value perception. Many members commented 
on the discount aspect of the card suggesting 
they were reluctant to ask local merchants for the discount. 

After carefully reviewing these survey results, as well as the 
mixed feedback from our MLA Advantage Card retailers, the Board 

determined that the program is not effective 
and has decided to discontinue the program 
effective immediately. 

In no way does this lessen our 
commitment to encourage members to shop 
locally. We will be broadening our efforts to 
promote and support our local retailers in 
upcoming issues of ShoreLines and via MLA 
website merchant profiles. As an example, 
see the article in this edition featuring the 
newest restaurant in Port Carling.

Watch this space in the summer edition of ShoreLines for more 
information on this initiative as well as other survey driven refinements to 
our programs.
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Muskoka Recycles!

Did you know that The District of Muskoka 
Launched an App for Smartphones?

This new app is an excellent resource that 
allows you instant access to your garbage, compost and recycling collection 
schedule, along with access to the Waste Wizard Tool! Reminders are sent 
to you as a notification on your phone. If you have something to get 
rid of, but are not sure what category it falls under, look it up in the 
Waste Wizard. The Muskoka Recycles app is available for both apple and 
android devices and can be downloaded on Google Play or the App Store. 
Just type in the search browser “Muskoka Recycles”.

A friendly reminder to everyone this spring, we are in Bear Country. 
If you will not be here on your collection day, please take your waste to 
one of the Landfill Transfer Stations located across the district; 3 standard 
household garbage bags are free per week. If waste is left out prior to 
collection day containing meat, fish, bones, grains, rice, pasta, dairy, grease, 
oil or charcoal you may attract an unwanted visitor. Let’s make an effort to 
keep our friends, family, neighbours and wildlife safe.

Information gathered from The District of Muskoka - www.muskoka.on.ca

Time is running out! The annual MLA Seedling Day is almost 
here. Join us to pick up your seedlings at the Port Carling 
Community Centre. Help us make this the official kick off to 
the 2019 Cottage Season! 

Tell your friends and neighbours, bring the family and kids! 
Order forms are available online at www.mla.on.ca under the 
“Events” Tab locate “Seedling Day” or you can call the office 
to place your order at 705-765-5723. Payment is required 
when the order is placed. 

Who: MLA Members, Neighbours, Friends and the Public

What: Seedling Pick Up, 2019 Yearbook Pick Up 
(Hot off the Press!) Kids Plant & Take Home a 
Seedling Activity, Aspen Valley Wildlife Sanctuary 
Information and your chance to speak with a 
representative from our partners at Safe Quiet 
Lakes and Forests Ontario. 

When: Saturday May 18th, 9am to 12pm

Where: Port Carling Community Centre

The MLA 2019 Seedling Day Fair

Muskoka Lakes Association
Preserving Muskoka for Future Generations



It is actually Spring and 
the ice is just out. We are 
all looking forward to 

Seedling Day on May 18th; 
that is when we know Summer 
is coming! Now that I have 

mentioned summer, if you do not know already we will be hosting this 
year’s AGM on Friday July 26th at 5:30pm aboard the Wenonah II cruising 
Lake Muskoka!

Who is running the MLA?
The answer is Katie, Chelsea and all of our Volunteers. 
Chelsea, with the help of a student intern on a two week co-op has 

been working hard on preparing water quality hardware and firming up 
sampling volunteers and team leaders. She has been facilitating the weekly 
“Flood Watch” from Chris Cragg while she is handling our members 
telephone calls and renewals. Katie has been doing the heavy lifting of 
all the final details and edits to get the 2019 Yearbook to press. She also 
has been assisting Larry our Treasurer in preparing the financial audit in 
addition to all her regular duties.

Over the winter the Government and Land Use Committee (GLUC) 
has been very busy attending many hearings Re: Development. 
On the  Board and Committee front our “Call to Nominations” has 
brought us two very strong candidates. In addition to this our current 
Board Members have recommended five qualified potential Committee 
and Board Members. This substantial volunteer input to The MLA is  
welcoming  and a positive sign of our strength going forward. 

I look forward to seeing you at Seedling Day when I pick up my Birch 
and Oak Trees.

Lawton Osler - President

MESSAGE
President’s
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New Members
Please welcome the following as new members of the MLA! 
From January 2 to April 15, 2019

Kelly ANDREWS

Curry CLIFFORD

Jacqueline EVANS

Dawn JARVIS-MAURO

James LACOMBE

James OSLER

Fay M. PATTERSON

Liana & Franco PICCININ

Tom RYDER

Jane SAINSBURY

Edward SWERHONE

Portside Fusion

Your contribution matters. Help to preserve the 
Muskoka you cherish for future generations. If 
you haven’t already done so, please renew your 
membership at www.mla.on.ca or by calling our 
office at 705-765-5723.

MLA 2019 PHOTO CONTEST

Muskoka Lakes Association
Preserving Muskoka for Future Generations

MLA 2019
MUSKOKA

 TRADITIONS

Entries may 

be submitted by

 MLA members 

and their families 

in the categories of:

Muskoka Traditions

Coffee on the dock,

campfi res, outings; 

share your traditions!

Fun Family Selfi e

A fun family selfi e that 

represents your family’s 

current and future 

generations!

Natural Shorelines

Explore the beauty of 

our natural surroundings!

Yearbook Cover

Have your photo featured

on the yearbook cover!

High resolution, portrait 

orientation photos only please! 

Sponsored by

www.abengraphics.com

 FUN FAMILY
SELFIEPHOTO CONTEST

NATURAL

SHORELINES

VISIT www.mla.on.ca
for complete contest rules

YEARBOOK
COVER

www.rsmuskoka.com
www.lakemuskokarealtor.com
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Invasive species are serious and can spread easier than we think. If we can 
do our part and keep them away from your cottage we can help stop 
the invasion! Make sure that you and your guests know the Cottager 

Action plan and keep invaders away from your cottage! We don’t want them 
to ruin the fun for everyone. To stop the invasion, make sure you and your 
guests know the plan. 

Details gathered from Invading Species: invadingspecies.com, Invasive 
Plants Council: ontarioinvasiveplants.ca, Federation of Ontario Cottagers’ 
Associations: foca.on.ca and Ontario.ca.

1. Use Local Firewood 
Never bring in firewood from another location, because it may be 

home to an invasive species that could cause irreparable harm. Buy your 
firewood locally and leave behind any you do not use. It’s never a good idea 
to transport firewood. 

2. Keep Goldie in the fish bowl 
Teach your children not to release aquarium plants and pets at the cottage 

or anywhere else. Goldfish are an invasive species! 

3. Clean your gear 
Before heading home from the cottage, be sure to clean all of your gear. 

Make sure your watercraft, trailers, bicycles, all-terrain vehicles, and boot 
bottoms are free of plant material and seed-spreading mud. 

4. Groom your pet 
Give your pet’s coat a good brushing to remove any seeds it might have 

picked up. 

5. Keep your eyes peeled  
Inspect your property and shoreline for any sign of invasion. To find out 

what species are threatening your area, visit eddmaps.org/ontario/ 

6. Report all invaders and remove them responsibly 
Call the Ontario Federation of Anglers and Hunters’ Invading Species 

Hotline at 1-800-563-7711 to report an invasive species sighting. Or 
download the EDDMapS Ontario app to report an invader on the spot. 
EDDMapS Ontario brings the power of EDDMapS to your iOS device. 
Now you can submit invasive species observations directly with your iOS 
device from the field. 

Cottager Action Plan For 
Invasive Species

The Simcoe Muskoka District Health Unit is advising property 
owners to test their private water supplies prior to using the 
water. All private water systems may become contaminated 

when flooding occurs.
Private water supplies such as surface water and well water 

are at risk for contamination from sewage and other 
contaminates found in the flood waters.  

After flood waters recede, all seasonal 
residents with private water supplies should:

• assess their wells/surface water draw to  
  check for flood waters and damage, 

• flush the well of any floodwater,  
• disinfect the well and  internal plumbing, 
• change any treatment filters 
• check any water system treatment 
 devices to ensure they are 
 working properly.  
• Sample your water to ensure it is safe for 
 consumption. This should be done a  

  couple times a few weeks apart. 
For a list of water sample bottle pick-up 

and drop-off locations, visit www.smdhu.org/
flood, or call 705-721-7520 or 1-877-721-
7520 weekdays from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  

Seasonal Properties with Private 
Water Supplies

THE
PREMIER

MUSKOKA
CYCLING 

EVENT

SUNDAY, AUGUST 11, 2019
GRAVENHURST - ON

PREF GRN BLK

NORTHERN PASS

NORTHERN
PASS

NORTHERN
PASS

NORTHERN PASS

NORTHERN
PASS

NORTHERN
PASS

BLACK

NORTHERN PASS

NORTHERN
PASS

NORTHERN
PASS

WHITE

NORTHERN PASS

NORTHERN
PASS

NORTHERN
PASS

NORTHERNPASS.CA E Q

MAKE AN IMPACT

40KM • 100KM • 160KM
Route options

Use 
Promo Code

MLA
for a reduced
registration

fee

BENEFITING

www.northernpass.ca
www.eddmaps.org/ontario
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The Aspen Valley Wildlife Sanctuary was originally started in the 
early 1970’s by a caring individual that wanted to help rehabilitate 
orphaned wildlife. Over the past 40 years the Sanctuary has 

evolved into a leader in wildlife rehabilitation. Situated in Muskoka, Aspen 
Valley Wildlife Sanctuary is 460 acres of natural habitat. The size of the 

Sanctuary makes them 
one of the most unique 
and important wildlife 
rehabilitation centres in 
Ontario. Their primary 
mandate is to rescue 
and rehabilitate wildlife 
with an aim to protect 
and when possible, 
release back into the 
wild. Aspen Valley 
provides education to 

the community about co-existing with wildlife and humane solutions for 
wildlife-related issues. 

As a local registered non-profit charity, with no government funding, 
this organization works with only donations from concerned Citizens, like 
you, who share a passion for the preservation of wildlife. Aspen Valley’s 
vision is to be a valued provider of wildlife rehabilitation care and related 
public education.

If you would like to 
come visit, guided tours 
include an opportunity 
to see the Sanctuary’s 
permanent residents. These 
are animals that cannot 
be released due to prior 
human intervention and 
Aspen Valley provides them 
a permanent sanctuary 
in a natural setting. 
Animals in Aspen Valley’s 
rehabilitation program are 
not viewed by the public. 

Aspen Valley is open all year round to the public by appointment only. 
Start times for guided tours are generally 9:30 am and 11 am weekdays and 
weekends. Duration is approximately an hour and a half. The fee is $15.00 
per person. Children under the age of 5 are no charge.

During the summer months, Aspen Valley has 4 “Summer Family Days”. 
You must call and register in advance. For 2019, these days are May 19, 
June 30, Aug. 4 and Sept. 1. Guided tours begin at 10:00 am. In addition, 
there will be fun learning activities for kids. 

“Summer Family Days” admission is $15.00 per person with children 
under the age of 16 no charge. 

Please call in advance at 705-732-6368 or email info@aspenvalley.ca to 
book a guided tour or register for one of the Summer Family Days. 

Please note: These are outdoor tours/activities that involve a lot of walking for 
the entire duration so it’s a good idea to dress according to weather. 

Aspen Valley Wildlife Sanctuary
 1116 Crawford Street
Rosseau, ON

Aspen Valley Wildlife Sanctuary

Jim & Iris Gardiner
Broker | 705.646.7358 / 6367

Lesley-Anne Goodfellow
Sales Representative | 705.787.6110

Give Us a Call!
Your Luxury Muskoka Real Estate Advisors

www.chestnutpark.com

Mike Taylor
Sales Representative | 705.787.5110

mailto:info@aspenvalley.ca
www.chestnutpark.com
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Do you use a fireplace or woodstove in your home or cottage? Do 
you regularly have campfires? If you answered yes to either of 
these questions, ASHMuskoka is looking for your assistance!

This project, funded by the Ontario Trillium Foundation is looking for 
the assistance of 1000 residents of Muskoka to donate all of their wood 

ash to reach a goal of 100 Tonnes of 
ash. The spreading of wood ash will 
provide essential nutrients to the soil, 
which in-turn will then filter into 
the groundwater and waterbodies of 
Muskoka. If interested in assisting the 
ASHMuskoka project you can visit 
their website at ASHMuskoka.ca and 
register to pick up a complimentary   
75 L galvanized trash can. 

The issues with calcium 
deficiency in 
the environment 

An increase in acid rain occurrences 
has had a negative impact on the 

nutrient levels within substrates, causing an alarming decrease of 25-40% 
in calcium levels over the last 40 years. Calcium (Ca) is a crucial nutrient 
in the natural environment, as it is a proponent of both terrestrial and 
aquatic habitats. As mentioned in the article posted on the ASHMuskoka 
website, “Trees are about 1% Ca; fish 2-8% Ca, and clams and crayfish over 
20% Ca,” (ASHMuskoka, 2019). The large production of wood ash within 
the Muskoka region cannot go unnoticed and it is because of this large 
production that this is such a viable option. With your help, the restoration 
of calcium levels in Muskoka can be restored.

How to get involved 
Before the collection process can begin it is crucial to assure you are only 

burning wood and not materials that could have a negative effect on the 
environment. Some objects/materials to avoid burning include; metallic 
foil, pressure-treated wood, nails, staples or any other metallic objects, wood 
that contains any traces of chemicals or insecticides and plastic products. 
The process of burning clean wood is important in the calcium restoration 
of the forested areas of Muskoka. 

Here are a few things to remember when collecting and storing your 
ash; after the wood is completely burned into ash it is important to allow 
time for the ash to cool down before transportation or storing. Be cautious 
of where you plan to cool the ash, assess an area on your property that is 
suited for the process and where there are no possible hazards. Assure the 
cooled ash has been screened for any metallic objects such as nails or screws. 

What to do with the Ash 
Simply save your ash from your fireplace, woodstove and campfires. While 

a drop off location has yet to be determined we need to start saving while 
AshMuskoka finalizes the collection arrangements. The MLA will inform our 
members once they have communicated the final details. In the meantime, 
extra wood ash can either be cooled and stored on your property or used to 
fertilize around the trunks of sugar maples, within gardens, or spread onto 
driveways. Remember, do not dump extra wood ash into any waterbodies 
or dump it into a large pile. If you wish to spread extra wood ash on your 
property be sure to disperse the ash over a large area to assure best practice. 

If you wish to get involved; you can visit ASHMuskoka.ca and register 
or visit their location in Bracebridge at 126 Kimberley Ave.    

Sam Flowers

 Information and Photos provided with permission
by Friends of Muskoka Watershed 

ASHMuskoka

Cottages are special places.
Let us help you protect them.

 

David Browne • Cockburn Island
dbrowne@mmr.ca • 416-520-7042

Darcy Browne • Cockburn Island
darcybrowne@mmr.ca • 416-520-7042

Philip Goad • Laurie Island
pgoad@mmr.ca • 416-738-4412

 

Muskoka Lakes Association
Preserving Muskoka for Future Generations

www.ashmuskoka.ca
www.ashmuskoka.ca
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You may have noted that with the first signs of spring come an 
abundance of media messages reminding you that this is also the 
beginning of tick season.

Ticks are not new to our landscape, but rapid climatic and environmental 
changes are leading to a northward expansion and explosive population 
growth of certain species such as Ixodes scapularis — commonly known 
as the deer tick or black-legged tick that 
transmits Lyme disease — in eastern 
North America.

So it’s not just an impression; there are 
more ticks around now and some of them 
can transmit nasty pathogens. Can you 
blame anyone for being a little anxious?

Author Jade Savage spent most of 
her childhood chasing bugs in southern 
Quebec, she was in her 30s when she 
encountered her first local tick. She is 
nostalgic for times when ticks were not 
part of a parents worry list, but is thrilled 
to live in an era where technology has 
allowed her team to create eTick.ca — an online image-based identification 
platform enabling us to rapidly inform anyone of the risks associated with 
a tick they find.

Inspiration from butterflies 
A number of services are offered across the country to help citizens 

obtain the information they need about ticks and tick-borne disease.

These services, which can include identification 
procedures by local government-mandated 
agencies, vary from province to province. When 
available, they usually involve the examination 
of specimens, a procedure that may take a long time, 
postal and bureaucratic delays obliging.

With the steady increase 
of specimens submitted each year 
through the regular channels, these 
procedures are no longer sufficient. 
New problems require new solutions.

In 2015, we created a pilot version 
of the citizen-science project eTick.ca 
in the province of Québec to address 
this bottleneck issue and demonstrate 
that tick species could be identified 
from images with great accuracy. The 
experience was a great success and in 
2019 they revamped the user interface 
and expanded the geographical scope to 

include Ontario and New Brunswick. Additional provinces will hopefully 
be added over the next year.

The workflow is simple and inspired mostly by ebutterfly, another 
citizen-science initiative developed in Canada.

When you find a tick, you upload a picture of it on eTick.ca along 
with information about where and when it was found.

A provincial expert is then automatically notified and as soon as 
your image is identified two things happen simultaneously: you receive 
a personalized information message and a dot appears in real-time on 
our public interactive distribution map. Submission takes less than three 
minutes and the identification procedure is usually carried out within 24 
hours following submission.

While species-level identification is great data from a scientific point 
of view, it does not mean much to most people. We have since developed 
messages that inform citizens not only of the species they found, but 
also of the medical and veterinary relevance of that species and of the 
provincial guidelines regarding the protocol to follow after a tick bite.

Those messages and some of the new content found on the platform 
were developed in collaborations with partners from the universities of 
Ottawa, Guelph and New Brunswick as well as both federal and provincial 
(Québec, Ontario and New Brunswick) public health agencies. The 
project is financially supported by the Public Health Agency of Canada.

Why does rapid identification matter?
There are more than 40 tick species in Canada and only a handful of 

those are of medical importance. Knowing that the tick you found on 
your daughter this morning is of no medical relevance will certainly be a 
great relief.

On the other hand, if you were bitten by a tick that is known to transmit 
the bacterium Borrelia burgdorferi, which causes Lyme disease, in an 
area deemed at risk, you may be eligible for a single dose of preventative 
antibiotics that would prevent an infection from developing in the event 
that the tick was infected.

With better surveillance and rapid intervention, the health risks posed 
by the growing tick populations in Canada may be better managed.

This is an important step in adapting to the growing number of 
threats posed by climate change. And, after all, the outdoors is meant to 
be enjoyed.

Jade Savage

The Conversation, theconversation.com

Eek - a Tick! What Now? This online tool will help

 

Would you like to know if the well or lake water you 
use for drinking, cooking, or showering is safe? 

Hydrogeology Consulting Services (HCS) is bringing 
comprehensive water quality testing to the Muskoka Lakes 
this summer.  For just $350, we’ll analyze your water supply 
for contaminants such as nitrates, phosphate, bacteria, 
metals, and pesticides, with a detailed report comparing 
your results to Ontario Drinking Water Standards.  

For information including sampling dates, and to-your-
door (or to-your-dock) service, please visit our website:  

WWW.HYDROG.CA/MUSKOKA
or contact Chris Helmer: 
905-550-0969
chrishelmer@hydrog.ca
Licensed Hydrogeologist
Licensed Well Contractor

WHAT IS 
IN YOUR 
WATER? 

www.etick.ca
www.etick.ca
www.etick.ca
www.hydrog.ca/muskoka
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The MLA Summer Seminar & Discussion Series

DISCUSSION WITH BRACEBRIDGE OPP AND SAFE QUIET LAKES: SAFE AND RESPECTFUL BOATING

Thursday July 11th - 4pm  |  Port Carling Community Centre

The MLA is a founding partner of Safe Quiet Lakes (SQL)  which was formed in 2011.  They work collaboratively with lake community 
stakeholders to promote safer and respectful boating. The MLA and SQL jointly developed the Boaters Code and SQL works closely 
with the OPP Marine Unit through the year. A Q&A will be available at this seminar and is your chance to speak directly to the OPP with 
any of your questions or concerns. An officer from the OPP Marine Unit will be there in person. Please join us with SQL as they spread 
the word to make the Muskoka lakes safer and quieter to ensure the
sustainable enjoyment of a treasured shared resource.

MUSKOKA CONSERVANCY: WHY WILDERNESS MATTERS

Sunday July 14th, 2019 – 11am  |  Port Carling Community Centre

Does your Muskoka include nature? The MLA is pleased to offer an informative and inspiring presentation by the Muskoka Conservancy 
on the importance of nature conservation in Muskoka. Muskoka Conservancy Directors Barb Mason, Allyn Abbott and Margaret 
McLaren will shed light on issues like habitat fragmentation and species loss. Their presentation will highlight the roles we all can play in 
the conservation of nature in Muskoka.

MUSKOKA DISCOVERY CENTRE - WATERSHED WONDERS

Saturday August 10th, 2019 - 10am  |  Bala Community Centre

We are pleased to have Ann Curley from the Muskoka Discovery Centre speak to us about the Watershed Wonders Exhibit. Ann will 
take us on the journey of how the Watershed Wonders exhibit came to life. This will include details on the process from start to finish. 
Ann will review components of the exhibit including an introduction to the Muskoka River Watershed and what Watershed is in general. 
Ann will also include some interesting facts, touch on endangered species, species at risk and much more! Please join us to learn what 
is next for the Muskoka Discovery Centre!

The Community Programs Committee has come up with some exciting seminars & discussions for this summer, we hope to see you there!
All seminars are Free to MLA Members. $10.00 for non members (free for kids) 
All seminars require a minimum of 10 guests to run. Please RSVP to 705-765-5723 or info@mla.on.ca

5pm - Registration 
Gravenhurst Wharf in front of the ship

5:15pm - Board the Wenonah II

5:30pm Sharp - Ship Sets Sail

5:30pm - 6:30pm AGM

6:30pm - 7:30pm Social Hour (Hors d’Oeuvres and Beverages)

We are excited to host this year’s AGM on the Muskoka Steamship Wenonah II! Please keep in mind this requires the meeting 
to take place much earlier than it has in the past and we require an RSVP ahead of time. Please call the office to secure 
your spot at 705-765-5723 with name and number of members attending. Capacity on the Ship is limited and MLA Members 
will be given priority. Cruise is Complimentary and will be booked on a first come first serve basis. Alcoholic beverages are 
available for purchase, light fare will be provided. Book Now!

The Muskoka Lakes Association is hosting the
Annual General Meeting

on Friday July 26th, 2019
aboard the Muskoka Steamship Wenonah II.

Save
The
Date!

Save
The
Date!



Contact Us
Muskoka Lakes Association, Box 298, 65 Joseph Street, Port Carling, ON  P0B 1J0
P 705-765-5723   |  F 705-765-3203   |  E info@mla.on.ca  |  W www.mla.on.ca

Welcome to the Muskoka Lakes Association’s Locals Corner! Here 
we will feature an article on a new or existing business in our local 
Muskoka area. We hope that all of our members will continue to 

explore and shop locally while in Muskoka. 
This month our very first feature is Portside Fusion Restaurant! We are so 

excited to welcome them to the neighbourhood and can’t wait to visit them 
once the doors are open. Located in the heart of Port Carling where the old 
“Loondocks” restaurant was located at 98 Joseph Street. 

What better way to get excited for the summer then to visit a brand new 
restaurant with a fresh menu and breath taking patio views! We have all been 
curious, about the new restaurant. When will it open, what will they be 
serving, who will be running it? I had the opportunity to connect with Max 
Kori one of the owners of Portside Fusion to ask a few questions about what 
we can expect at the new restaurant.

Max Kori, Roman Kori and Joe Fawcett are the owners of the brand new 
Portside Fusion Restaurant. Max and his brother Roman both started out 
careers as Chefs. In the beginning of their career they worked at golf course 
restaurants. As time went on, and their career progressed they decided to do 
some world travel. Max and Roman visited and travelled all over Asia and 
Europe. Upon their return they decided to settle in downtown Toronto where 
the hospitality industry is at its finest. Max and Roman began to work for 
the Liberty Entertainment Group, which has been recognized as one of the 
most successful and innovative companies in the industry. They became part 
of the corporate management team and were part of opening new restaurant 

locations. These places included a couple of restaurants in Miami, Florida 
and the well known Castle Loma and Cibo Wine Bar in Toronto, Ontario. 
Joe Fawcett has been a long time friend of Max and Roman. The three men 
met in high school. Joe specializes in finance and over sees the project. When 
I asked Max what we can expect of the restaurant he said “Portside Fusion is 
going to be an upper class, casual dining restaurant, emphasizing in a family 
atmosphere. We will feature food from all over the world; from Hawaiian Poke, 
to South East Asia Bao sandwiches, to Canadian Prime Steak”. The restaurant 
will be on opentable.com for advanced online reservations, however walk in’s 
are welcome. Portside Fusion will also feature local ingredients, Milford Bay 
trout is already on the menu, and Max plans to source local berries in the 
height of the summer and has made arrangements to work with a local farm. 
The culinary experience will be managed by Executive Chef Brain Norrish. 
Chef Norrish has made his way to Toronto from British Colombia to enhance 
his career prospects. Chef Norrish has recently been employed by some of 
Toronto’s best restaurants, including the current number one restaurant in 
Canada “Alo”. His exotic food knowledge is his greatest asset and Max and 
Roman know him well, as they have been working with him for 5 years. 
When I asked Max “Why Port Carling?” his response was this “Muskoka has 
been on our radar for years. It has great local ingredients and we wanted to 
take advantage of that, and bring some of the downtown standards in food 
we feel is not present in the area yet. Port Carling was perfect; hub of the lakes 
making it central to all of the large lakes in Muskoka and a small town with 
great character and charm. When the opportunity came up for the location 
we went to see it. After experiencing the view from our patio on the water, we 
knew we had to have it.”

Portside Fusion is planning to open the third week of May. The restaurant 
will be focusing on it’s family oriented atmosphere and good food. Take out 
will be available if you can’t join them in the restaurant and they will also 
have catering available, specifically take out catering. You will be able to call 
your order in a day in advanced and come to pick up the following day. 
Portside Fusion will feature weekly specials that include food and drink. 
They plan to be open until mid October while catering will be available all 
year round.

 
Katie Edwards

Portside Fusion Restaurant

Hot Off The Press, The 2019 MLA Yearbook!
This year’s theme; Preserving Muskoka’s Environment

Books will be ready for pick up on Saturday May 18th at Seedling Day.
Special Features include articles on the Environment, Water Quality Monitoring, 

Recreational Carrying Capacity and More. We hope you enjoy it.




